From ab4el.com Sun Sep 11 13:16:43 1994 
From: WaltN@aol.com 

Message-Id: <9409111143 .tn726289@aol .com> 
Subject: SP-600 model differences? 


A friend recently asked me what the differences between the various SP-600 
models are. I have a JX-16, he has a JX-26...Moore isn't very specific. Could 
anyone post a list of the differences between all of the various models? If 
no single person has them all, post whatcha know and I'll gather them all 
together and post the synopsis. 


Many thanks and 73s, 
Walt 


From ab4el.com Mon Sep 12 00:29:31 1994 

From: cole@netcom.com (Randy Cole) 

Message-Id: <199409120258.TAAQ7290@netcom4.netcom. com> 
Subject: Vintage Vibroplexes, The Sequel 


Boatanchorites: 


As some of you know, I collect bugs, i.e., semi-automatic 
telegraph keys. I specialize in Vibroplexes but also collect 
some McElroy bugs and other keys and bugs that are interesting 
and different. Anyway, in the process I tend to wind up with 
duplicates, keys I bought because the price was right, etc. I 
clean them up, replace missing parts with parts of the right 
vintage, and sell or trade them. 


In case any hollow state addicts would like an anchor for your 
boatanchors, the following is a list of bugs I have for sale. 

I'm going out of town tomorrow morning (Monday 9/12) and won't be 
able to reply to any inquiries till Tuesday evening. 


Please excuse the length of the list. This is the second such 
list I've posted to the Boatanchors alias. If anybody thinks 
this is inappropriate for the Boatanchors list please let me 
know, preferably offline. 


Just for the heck of it, I'll tack on the "for trade only" list, 
which are scarce bugs of interest mainly to collectors, plus a 
list of keys I'm looking for. Please pass the list on to any key 
collector you know. 


Randy Cole KN6W 
1216 Alvira St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90035 


cole@netcom.com 
213/939-9847 


KN6W Sell/Trade List 
September, 1994 


All the following keys are complete, clean and in good working 
condition except as noted. Shipping is not included in the 
prices. If you're not happy with a key for any reason you can 
ship it back for a cheerful refund. I'll also consider trades 
for any of them. Prices are firm and are based on my acquisition 
cost, cleanup/restoration time and parts cost, and the scarcity 
of the key. 


Sell or Trade 
Vibroplexes 


Original Standard #246782 (mid 60s). 833 Broadway nameplate. 
Excellent condition. Gray crackle base with one small chip in 
the base finish near the right rear corner. Black knobs. $75. 


Original Standard #239254 (mid 60s). 833 Broadway nameplate. 
Very good condition overall -- chrome is in excellent shape. 
Gray crackle base with black knobs, a few chips around the edges 
and a few tiny specks of red-brown paint. $65. 


Presentation #180217 (early 50s). 833 Broadway nameplate. 
Excellent condition with some spots and scratches on the gold- 
plated base top. Red knobs, jeweled bearings and adjustable 
mainspring (the only bug made with one). Comes in an original 
carrying case, which is in average condition (nice inside, worn 
outside). $150. 


Original Standard #180051 (early 50s). 833 Broadway nameplate 
with "Patented." Very good to excellent condition. Black 
crackle base with a few nicks on the edge. Black knobs. $75. 


Original Deluxe #171875 (about 1950). 833 Broadway nameplate 
with "Patented." Chrome-plated base with red knobs and jeweled 
pivot bearings. Excellent condition with typical minor pitting 
on base. $90. 


Original Deluxe (WW2 Version) #130498. Made in 1942 or 1943. 
833 Broadway nameplate with 6 patents plus "Other Patents 
Pending." Old-style squared frame and damper castings. Gray 
crackle base without any chips. Red knobs and jeweled pivot 
bearings. Overall condition very good/excellent. Nameplate is 
spotted and discolored -- typical for WW2 vintage Vibroplexes. 
One speed weight. 


Original Standard #89553 (mid 20s). 825 Broadway nameplate with 
7 patents. Black Japanned base in good condition with about 50% 
pinstriping. Complete and original except for missing 
thumbpiece. Fingerpiece is original and time-polished but 
chipped. One speed weight. With cord and wedge. 


Original Standard #85210 (mid 20s). 825 Broadway nameplate with 
6 patents. Black Japanned base in exceptional condition with 
very few chips and like-new gloss. Pinstriping complete and 
strong. Complete and original, with one speed weight. Metal 
parts have very heavy patina. With cord and wedge. 


Other Bugs 


Lionel J-36. Lionel J-36 bugs were made by the Lionel Electric 
Train Company during 1942 and 1943. They were licensed copies of 
the Vibroplex J-36, which was the Signal Corps version of the 
Vibroplex Lightning Bug. Like most, this one is missing the 
plastic nameplate. Black crackle base, black knobs, nickel- 
plated metal parts with some scratches and dings. Good to very 
good condition overall. $60. 


Japanese BK-100 type. These were made in the 50s and 60s by the 
Hi-Mound Company and sold by Lafayette, Radio Shack and others. 
Many carried the "Skillman" brand name. Sometimes called the 
"bug under glass" or "coffin bug", these have a hard black 
plastic base with a single black paddle and a clear plastic 
cover. They are actually very well-made items from the period 
when "Made in Japan" was a joke. This one is in excellent 
condition with a plastic cover but no brand name. Like most, it 
has four suction-cup feet. $40. 


Japanese BK-100 type. As above, in excellent condition but 
missing the plastic cover and the suction-cup feet. $25. 


Trade Only 


Vibroplexes 


Model X #41272 (circa 1912). "Horace G. Martin New York, U.S.A." 
nameplate with 3 patent dates, the latest being Jan. 22, 07. 
Black Japanned base in average condition with about 25% of 
pinstriping visible. Square pendulum. Complete except speed 
weight, fingerpiece and top spring are probably not original. 


Double Lever #74495 (early 20s). 253 Broadway nameplate with 6 
patents. Black Japanned base in good condition with some edge 

chips and about 50% pinstriping remaining. Has "bug" decal in 

fair condition. No speed weight(s). Overall condition is very 
good for a bug of this vintage. 


Martin Junior #109709 (late 30s). 796 Fulton nameplate with 7 
patents. Black Japanned base in excellent condition with some 
minor chips and exceptional gloss. No evidence of pinstriping. 
Two speed weights. Complete and original except for one speed 
weight screw. 


Blue Racer Deluxe #194944 (mid 50s). 833 Broadway nameplate with 
"Patented". This bug is in mint condition -- better than any 
other Blue Racer Deluxe I've ever seen. It looks even better 
than one I've got that's new in the box! Chrome base, jeweled 
bearings, red knobs. Stamped "Blue Racer Deluxe" in orange on 
the underside of the base. 


Blue Racer Standard #251698 (mid 60s). 833 Broadway nameplate. 
Near-mint condition. A couple of tiny spots on the nameplate. 
One large speed weight. 


Zephyr #167766 (about 1950). 833 Broadway nameplate with 
"Patented". Excellent condition. Has a neatly-drilled mounting 
screw hole in the base .5" from the upper right corner of the 
nameplate. Nameplate has a nice patina with a few spots. 


J-36 (1940). Black/silver nameplate printed "SIGNAL CORPS U.S. 
ARMY / KEY TYPE J-36 / Order No. 1456-NY-41 Date 10-28-40 Serial 
No. 216 / MADE BY / THE VIBROPLEX CO., INC. / 796 FULTON ST., 
BROOKLYN, N.Y." Black crackle base. Overall condition near 
mint. Chrome plating throughout (many J-36s have nickel-plated 
parts). 


Current "Want List" 


1904-model Vibroplex. Nameplate says "The Vibroplex, Patented 
Aug. 9, 1904, by Horace G. Martin, New York". Distinguished by 


straight (not U-shaped) dot spring and adjustable damper stop 
screw. 


Any Vibroplex with Norcross, GA, address. 


Vibroplex Zephyr with gray crackle base. Base will be 3" (not 
2.5" or 3.5") wide and may be marked "Zephyr" underneath. Black 
knobs, shorting switch. 


Vibroplex Blue Racer, WW2 Deluxe Model. Battleship gray base, 
2.5" wide, with red knobs. May have U-shaped or overhanging 
damper assembly. 


Camelback. Looking for a good early camelback (sometimes called 
humpback) straight key, such as a Phelps, Williams or Tillotson. 


Melehans. I am always looking for the Melehan double 
semiautomatic key which made both dots and dashes mechanically. 
I'd also appreciate any written information relating to the 
Melehan or Melvin E. Hanson, who held the call W6MFY during the 
1940s. 


From ab4el.com Sun Sep 11 18:20:15 1994 

From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Message-Id: <199409112119 .0AA09876@hobbes .UCSC . EDU> 

Subject: [Q] Trick for revealing faded type numbers on glass tubes? 


The only one I know is to breathe on the tube and sometimes the condensation 
will make the type number show up better. Anybody got any other tricks? 


